
Key words and ideas

        Social Studies
Compare & Contrast
Explorer  Lifestyles:
   What did they eat on boats?
   How did they cook?  Where
   did they sleep?  What
   clothing was worn by sea
   travelers?  5.1, ss.4.3.1, ss.4.4.3
How is History made?
   Interview family and
   local community members for
   their stories about  river or
   ocean travel.  Record results.
3+4.1, 3+4.2   AH 1.2.31

Art
Look at paintings from the
  1700's & 1800's.  Compare.
Make a painting which
   depicts the Sailing Ships.
Make a model ship.
Design a postage stamp
   commemorating one of
   the persons who explored
   the early Ohio frontier.
     AH 4.2.37, AH 3.1.37

More Reading

Understand how history is made.
Who discovered America?

Identify early inhabitants  of Ohio + Kentucky.
Understand lifestyles of early Europeans..

Compare artistic expressions.

  Music
Listen to music made by
   the slaves, sailors and
   settlers.  How  does the
   music reflect the people?
Write your own songs.   Put
   words to tunes like
   "Drunken Sailor."
Perform your songs for the
   community.  Record them.
   AH 1.1.2, AH 1.2.31

Movement
Learn a sailor or settler
    dance.  AH3.1.311

Compare them to Native
   American dances.
Create a dance. ss.2.1.1

    First Explorers

Renaissance, a time of exploration and disovery.
Trade with China: spices, silks and riches.
Marco Polo and the land route to the East.
Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal; sailing around Africa
Mapping and the importance of maps.
The life of an average sailor was difficult.
   Scurvy, limeys, king's biscuit (hardtack), and a polite sailor.
Christopher Columbus and navigation: latitude & longitude.
The importance of sponsors to the "race for discovery."
Flags and national identity - who owns the discovery?
Explorers: Henry Hudson, Amerigo Vespucci, and John Cabot.
   French: Jacque Cartier, Samuel de Champlain, & Robert LaSalle.
Songs & sounds:  guitar, tinwhistle, "Northwest Passage,"
     "Haul on the Bowline" (sea chantey)

    Writing & Drama
Keep a daily journal. 3.2, ss1.2

Write a letter home
   describing your trip across
   the ocean   4.4. ss 5.1.2

Write a play or story about
   the people who explored
   the world's oceans. Read
   your story or perform your
   play for class or school.
   4.5,  3+4.2, AH 3.1.45
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American Folklore and Legend, Reader's Digest
America as Seen by its First Explorers, the eyes of
    Discovery. John Bakeless, Dover  NY, 1961.
He went with Drake, Louise Andrews Kent Houghton
    Mifflin Co., Boston, 1961
Atlas of the North American Indian, Carl

Waldman, Facts on File, NY 1985
Locate important details about a topic using sources such
   as books, magazines, newspapers, & the internet.
   4.1, SS 5.1.3, AH 1.2.31
Draw distinctions between fact and opinion.  4.2, SS 5.1.1
Choose a topic for researc, based on a list of questions,
   or area of interest.  3+4.2

Maps & Measurement

Compare an early map of
    the area with today's map.
How long is the Ohio River?
Locate map coordinates using
   Latitude and Longitude.
    3.1, SS. 4.1.1 +2



THE FIRST EXPLORERS
Before Columbus Suggested Link:    http://www.enchantedlearning.com/explorers/
Saint Brendan, also known as Saint Brendan, Brendan the Bold, and Brendan the Voyager (484 or 486-
578) was an Irish abbot, monastery founder, and legendary sea voyager. Brendan sailed in the Atlantic Ocean, 
traveling to the Hebrides (islands off the west coast of Scotland), Scotland, and perhaps to Wales and Brittany (the 
northwestern coast of France along the English Channel). He may have also sailed to the Canary Islands (off the 
northwest coast of Africa), the Azores (islands far off the coast of Portugal), and Iceland. The Irish epic poem 
"Voyage of Brendan" recounts his voyages.

Eric the Red (950?-1003 or 1004?) was a Viking explorer who was the first European to sail to Greenland. He 
sailed from Iceland in 982 and led a group of colonists to Greenland in 985-986.        
Leif Ericsson (also spelled Eriksson) the Lucky (980?-1020?) was a Viking (Norse) explorer who was possibly 
the first European to sail to North America. Leif sailed north from the southern tip of Greenland, then went south 
along the coast of Baffin Island down to Labrador, and then landed in what is now called Newfoundland (which he 
called Vinland). Ericsson sailed around the year 1000.  Ericsson was born in Iceland and was one of the sons of the 
explorer Eric the Red. 

Marco Polo (1254-1324) was an Italian voyager and merchant who was one of the first Europeans to travel across 
Asia through China, visiting the Kublai Khan in Beijing. He left in 1271 (he was a teenager at the time) with his 
father (Nicolo Polo) and uncle (Maffeo Polo); they spent about 24 years traveling. [Nicolo and Maffeo had 
previously made a trip to China, from 1260-1269, during which the Kublai Khan (the conqueror of China) requested 
holy oil blessed by the Pope.] 

PORTUGAL
Prince Henry the Navigator (Dom Henrique) was the son of King João of Portugal, born in 1394. 
He is most famous for the voyages of discovery that he organized and financed, which eventually led to 
the rounding of Africa and the establishment of sea routes to the Indies. Henry was also a very devout 
man, and was Governor of the Order of Christ from 1420 until his death in 1460

Bartolomeu Dias (1457-1500) was a great Portuguese navigator and explorer who explored Africa's 
coast. In 1488, Dias led the first European expedition to sail around Africa's Cape of Good Hope, leaving 
Tagus, Portugal in 1487. This breakthrough of circumnavigating the Cape of Good Hope opened up 
lucrative trading routes from Europe to Asia. Dias may have originally called the southern tip of Africa the 
"Cape of Storms"; it was later renamed the Cape of Good Hope.

Vasco da Gama (1460-1524) was a Portuguese explorer who found a route from Spain to the East. 
He sailed from Lisbon, Portugal, around Africa's Cape of Good Hope, to India (and back) in 1497-1499. At 
that time, many people thought that it was impossible to do this since they thought that the Indian Ocean 
was not connected to any other seas. His patron was King Manuel I of Portugal, who sent da Gama, now an 
Admiral, on another expedition to India (1502-1503). After King Manuel's death, King John III sent da 
Gama to India as a Portuguese viceroy (the King's representative in India). Da Gama died in India in 1524.

Amerigo Vespucci (1454-1512) was an Italian explorer who was the first person to realize that the 
Americas were separate from the continent of Asia. America was named for him in 1507, when the German 
mapmaker Martin Waldseemüller, printed the first map that used the name America for the New World. On 
his first expedition (sailing for Spain, 1499-1500), Vespucci was the navigator under under the command 
of Alonso de Ojeda. On this trip, Ojeda and Vespucci discovered the mouth of the Amazon and Orinoco 
Rivers in South America, thinking it was part of Asia. On his second expedition (sailing for Portugal, 1501-
02) he mapped some of the eastern coast of South America, and came to realize that it not part of Asia, but 
a New World.

Ferdinand Magellan (1480-1521) was a Portuguese explorer who led the first expedition that sailed 
around the Earth (1519-1522). Magellan also named the Pacific Ocean (the name means that it is a calm, 
peaceful ocean)
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Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) was an Italian explorer who sailed across the Atlantic Ocean in 
1492, hoping to find a route to India (in order to trade for spices). He made a total of four trips to the 
Caribbean and South America during the years 1492-1504, sailing for King Ferdinand II and Queen 
Isabella of Spain. On his first trip, Columbus led an expedition with three ships, the Niña, the Pinta, and the 
Santa Maria

Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón (1475-1526) was a Spanish conquistador and explorer who tried to start 
a colony in North America in 1526. He was the first European colonizer of what is now South Carolina. His 
attempt to settle the coast of the Carolinas (near the mouth of the Peedee River at Winyah Bay) was 
unsuccessful

Vasco Nunez de Balboa (1475-1519) was a Spanish conquistador and explorer. He was the first 
European to see the eastern part of the Pacific Ocean (in 1513), after crossing the Isthmus of Panama 
overland.

Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca [Cabeza de Vaca means "head of a cow"] (1490?-1557?) 
was a Spanish explorer who sailed to North America from Spain, leaving in 1527. He traveled from Florida 
to Texas on a raft, then walked from Texas to Mexico City. He also explored the Paraguay River in South 
America. De Vaca and his fellow travelers were the first Europeans to see the bison, or American buffalo

Pedro Álvares Cabral (1467-1520) was a Portuguese nobleman, explorer, and navigator who was 
the first European to see Brazil (on April 22, 1500). His patron was King Manuel I of Portugal, who sent him 
on an expedition to India. Cabral's 13 ships left on March 9, 1500, following the route of Vasco da Gama. 
On April 22,1500, he sighted land (Brazil), claiming it for Portugal and naming it the "Island of the True 
Cross." King Manuel renamed this land Holy Cross; it was later renamed once again, to Brazil, after a kind 
of dyewood found there, called pau-brasil. Cabral stayed in Brazil for 10 days and then continued on his 
way to India, in a trip fraught with shipwrecks (at the Cape of Good Hope), and fighting (with Muslim traders 
in India). After trading for spices in India, Cabral returned to Portugal on June 23, 1501, with only four of 
the original 13 ships

Francisco Vásquez de Coronado (1510-1554) was a Spanish ruler, explorer and conquistador. 
He was the first European to explore North America's Southwest.

Juan Ponce de Leon (1460?-1521) was a Spanish explorer and soldier who was the first European 
to set foot in Florida.   He also established the oldest European settlement in Puerto Rico and discovered 
the Gulf Stream (a current in the Atlantic Ocean). Ponce de Leon was searching for the legendary fountain 
of youth and other riches

Francisco Pizarro (1478-1541) was a Spanish conquistador who traveled through much of the 
Pacific coast of America along Peru. He "discovered" the Inca empire and conquered it brutally and 
quickly, stealing immense hoards of gold, silver, and other treasures.
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Jacques Cartier (1491-1557) was a French explorer who led three expeditions to Canada, in 1534, 
1535, and 1541. He was looking for a route to the Pacific through North America (a Northwest Passage) 
but did not find one. Cartier paved the way for French exploration of North America.  Cartier sailed inland, 
going 1,000 miles up the St. Lawrence River. He also tried to start a settlement in Quebec (in 1541), but it 
was abandoned after a terribly cold winter. Cartier named Canada "Kanata" means village or settlement in 
the Huron-Iroquois language. Cartier was given directions by Huron-Iroquois Indians for the route to 
"kanata," a village near what is now Quebec, but Cartier later named the entire region Canada

Giovanni da Verrazzano (1485-1528) was an Italian navigator who, in 1524, explored the northeast 
coast of North America from Cape Fear, North Carolina to Maine while searching for a Northwest passage 
to Asia. Verrazzano sailed for King François-premier (Francis I) of France. Verrazzano's brother, Girolamo 
da Verrazzano, was a mapmaker who accompanied Giovanni on his voyage, and mapped the voyage.
Verrazzano left Madeira, Spain, on January 17, 1524, and landed at Cape Fear on March 1. He first sailed 
south, then returned and sailed north, to New York, anchoring the narrows that are now name for him. He 
sailed up to Maine and then on to New Foundland, Canada, and back to Europe (landing in Dieppe, 
France on July 8). Verrazzano thought that North America was a thin isthmus separating the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans. Verrazzano was killed and eaten by Carib Indians in 1528. The Verrazzano Narrows 
Bridge, a suspension bridge that spans New York Harbor, connecting Brooklyn and Staten Island (New 
York, USA), was named for Verrazzano.

Samuel de Champlain (1567?-1635) was a French explorer and navigator who mapped much of 
northeastern North America and started a settlement in Quebec. Champlain also discovered the lake later 
named for him (1609) and was important in establishing and administering the French colonies in the New 
World.

Louis Joliet (1645-1700) was a Canadian explorer (born in Quebec City) who explored the Canadian 
wilderness, including the Great Lakes area. He and Father Jacques Marquette found the Mississippi River 
in 1673; they were the first Caucasians to see the Mississippi River. They traveled along Lake Michigan to 
Green Bay, canoed up the Fox River, and went downstream on the Wisconsin River to the Mississippi 
River. They traveled almost to the mouth of the Arkansas, and then stopped because they were warned of 
hostile indians and Spanish explorers. They returned via the Illinois River, then the Chicago River to Lake 
Michigan. Joliet's journal and his maps were lost when his canoe overturned on the rapids of the Montreal 
River. Marquette's diary is all that remains of their journey. Joliet expanded fur trade westward, did 
extensive mapping, and established a fort on Anticosti Island.

René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle (1643-1687) was a French explorer. He was sent by 
King Louis XIV (14) to travel south from Canada and sail down the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico.   
France based her claim to the Ohio Valley on his  possible journey up the Ohio River in 1669.  He was the 
first European to travel the length of the Mississippi River (1682). His mission was to explore and establish 
fur-trade routes along the river. La Salle named the entire Mississippi basin Louisiana, in honor of the 
King, and claimed it for France on April 9, 1682. He also explored Lake Michigan (1679), Lake Huron, Lake 
Erie, and Lake Ontario. He tried to start a settlement in the southern Mississippi River Valley, but the 
venture ended in disaster.

Father Jacques Marquette (1637-1675) was a French Jesuit priest and explorer. He sailed to 
Quebec in 1666 and in 1671 started a Chippewa mission at Chequamegon Bay (at the western end of 
Lake Superior) Louis Joliet and Father Jacques Marquette (and five others) found the Mississippi River in 
1673; they were the first Caucasians to see the Mississippi River. They traveled along Lake Michigan to 
Green Bay, canoed up the Fox River, and went downstream on the Wisconsin River to the Mississippi 
River. They traveled almost to the mouth of the Arkansas, and then stopped because they were warned of 
hostile indians and Spanish explorers. They returned via the Illinois River, then the Chicago River to Lake 
Michigan. Marquette died of dysentery on his way to the Kaskaskian indians.
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John Cabot (about 1450-1499) was an Italian-born English explorer and navigator. In Italy, he is 
known as Giovanni Caboto (which is his original name).   Cabot was born in Italy but moved to England in 
1495. At the request of King Henry VII of England, Cabot sailed to Canada in 1497, commanding the small 
ship called "Matthew." Cabot landed near Labrador, Newfoundland, or Cape Breton Island (the exact spot 
is uncertain) on June 24, 1497. . Cabot claimed the land for England.   Cabot explored the Canadian 
coastline and named many of its islands and capes. The mission's purpose was to search for a Northwest 
passage across North America to Asia (a sea way to Asia). Cabot was unsuccessful, although he thought 
that he had reached northeastern Asia.   Cabot undertook a second, larger expedition in 1498. On this 
trip, Cabot may have reached America, but that is uncertain. Cabot's expeditions were the first of Britain's 
claims to Canada.   John Cabot died in England in 1499

Henry Hudson (1565-1611) was an English explorer and navigator who explored parts of the Arctic 
Ocean and northeastern North America. The Hudson River, Hudson Strait, and Hudson Bay are named for 
Hudson.  When he discovered the Hudson River, his sponsor was the Dutch.  He originally called New 
York, New Amsterdam

Sir Francis Drake (1545-1596) was a British explorer, slave-trader, privateer (a pirate working for a 
government) in the service of England, mayor of Plymouth, England, and naval officer (he was an Admiral). 
Drake led the second expedition to sail around the world in a voyage lasting from 1577 to 1580

Sebastian Cabot (1474?-1557?) was an explorer, mapmaker and navigator of Italian descent. He 
worked as a cartographer (mapmaker) for England's King Henry VIII, was a captain for Spain's King 
Ferdinand V, explored for England's King Henry VII, and may have secretly explored for Venice. 
Sebastian Cabot's father was the explorer John Cabot.  Sebastian Cabot searched for the Northwest 
passage across North America (1508). He began an unsuccessful trip around the world (1526-1529) in a 
voyage that supposed to sail to China and the Moluccas (the Spice Islands, in Indonesia), but he only 
made it as far as the enormous mouth of the Rio de la Plata (a river between Argentina and Uruguay in 
South America). Later, he began to work for the English again, searching for a water passage across the 
north of Asia around 1553

Martin Frobisher (1535?-1594) was an English privateer (a pirate licensed by British), navigator, 
explorer, and naval officer. After years of sailing to northwestern Africa, and then looting French ships in 
the English Channel, Frobisher sailed to northeastern North America to search for a Northwest Passage (a 
sea route across northern Canada from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, making the trip to Asia 
easier). In 1576, Frobisher began a series of three trips to what is now Canada, and found some ore that 
he thought was gold (it was not) on Baffin Island (which he claimed for England). He also discovered 
Resolution Island, which he claimed for England, and Frobisher Bay. On his third trip, in 1578, Frobisher 
sailed 15 ships up the Hudson Strait, and set up a temporary mining settlement near what is now known as 
Frobisher Bay. Although he failed to find either a northwest passage or gold, he was one of the first 
people to explore this area of Canada. In 1585, Frobisher was a vice admiral on Sir Francis Drake's 
expedition to the West Indies. Frobisher died fighting the Spanish in 1594.
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Sir John Hawkins [also spelled Hawkyns] (1532- 1595) was an English naval officer, slave 
trader, privateer, and cousin of Sir Francis Drake.  Hawkins sailed to Hispaniola (now Haiti) in 1562-1563 for 
a London syndicate of businessmen in order to trade Guinean (West African) slaves in the Spanish West 
Indies. Hawkins was the first English slave trader. He was hated by the Spanish, who did not want 
foreigners entering their highly profitable slave-trading business. Queen Elizabeth backed a second and 
third slave-trading expedition (1564-1565).   During a third West Indies slave-trading trip with Drake, a 
need for repairs sent their six ships to a harbor in San Juan de Ulua, near Veracruz, Mexico. The Spanish 
fleet then attacked the English ships; only two ships survived (those commanded by Hawkins and Drake). 

This attack led to a series of battles that later culminated in a war between the Spain and England. In this 
war, England crushed the Spanish Armada in 1588 and became the dominant world power. Hawkins was 
third in command during this struggle. He invented the strategy of blockading the Spanish Armada at the 
Azores (islands in the Atlantic Ocean far off the coast of Spain) and stealing the treasures that the Spanish 
had stolen from the New World.   Hawkins died on Nov. 12, 1595, before an attack of Puerto Rico; he and 
Drake had sailed with 27 ships to raid the Spanish West Indies

Sir Walter Raleigh (1554-1618) was a British explorer, poet, historian, and soldier. Raleigh led 
expeditions to both North America and South America; he was trying to found new settlements, find gold, 
and increase trade with the New World. In 1585, Raleigh sent colonists to the east coast of North America; 
Raleigh later named that area Virginia, in honor of Elizabeth, the Virgin Queen. He is often credited with 
bringing tobacco and potatoes from the New World to Britain, but they were already known there. Raleigh 
was later executed by King James I for treason.

SMITH, JOHN
John Smith (January 9, 1580 - June, 1631) was an English adventurer and soldier, and one of the 
founders and leaders of the Jamestown, Virginia, settlement. Smith also led expeditions exploring 
Chesapeake Bay and the New England coast.   Smith was one of 105 settlers who sailed from England on 
December 19, 1606, and landed in Virginia on April 26, 1607. When they reached North America, the 
group opened sealed instructions and found that Smith was chosen as one of the seven leaders of the 
new colony.




